
Plesiosaur
New Zealand’s largest fossil, the Shag Point plesiosaur, is displayed in the 
Museum’s Southern Land, Southern People Gallery. 

Scientists named this marine reptile Kaiwhekea, after its diet (in te reo Māori ‘kai’ 
means to eat and ‘wheke’ means squid/octopus). Kaiwhekea flourished between 
65 to 245 million years ago and went extinct at the same time as the dinosaurs.     

Name:

*Submitting this sheet automatically subscribes you to the Tūhura Otago Museum newsletter, 
keeping you up to date with our latest events. 

Take a photo of your masterpiece and email it to tuhura@tuhura.nz to enter the draw for a Family 
Pass to the Tūhura Science Centre. One pass will be given away at the end of each month.


